
Loving even difficult people 
 
Difficult People Are Everywhere!  
 
Five things I am learning to do to show love to difficult people that God places in my life: 

1. Pray for your own heart 
 
12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together 
in perfect harmony. Col 3:12-14 ESV.   
 
2. Pray for them   
 
‘But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which despitefully use you, and persecute you…’ Matt 5:44 KJV 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer described Christ’s call to pray for our enemies as the “supreme demand.” He said, “Through the 
medium of prayer, we go to our enemy, stand by his side, and plead for him to God.”   
 
‘If intercessory prayer is an expression of what love we have, it is a means to increase our love as well. It is 
impossible to pray for someone without loving him, and impossible to go on praying for him without 
discovering that our love for him grows and matures. We must not, therefore, wait before praying for an 
enemy until we feel some love for him in our heart. We must begin to pray for him before we are conscious 
of loving him, and we shall find our love break first into bud, then into blossom.’ - John Stott   
 
3. Move toward them, not away from them 
 
4. Give them grace, just as God extends grace to you 
 
5. Realize that you too could be the difficult person in someone else’s life. 
 
So, when that difficult person has you on the brink of tears, frustration, anger, or fear or whatever! - ask God for the 
grace not to run away, but to keep engaging that hard-to-love person in love.  

“But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you in order that you may be sons of your 
Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous.  For if you love those who love you, what reward have you?  Do not even the tax-gatherers do the 
same?  And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more than others?  Do not even the Gentiles do the 
same?  Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” - Matthew 5:44-48 (NASV).   

 


