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Missional Renewal 

 

1. Good morning church, today I am talking to you about missional renewal as part of 

our vision series. Over the last two weeks Billy and Jon spoke about personal and 

relational renewal and they are all connected because even as we talk about 

missional renewal – how we relate to those outside our church, it builds on your 

personal relationship with God and how we connect relationally with one another.  

2. One of our vision statements which I am focusing on today says, the church we see is 

making an impact outside the walls of our building – in our community, nation and 

around the world. 

3. I remember sometime last year when I was praying, and I had this picture of a playing 

ground with so many children running around happy and excited. On the side of the 

playing ground was Abba Father (and He just radiated love) and He was looking out 

to find one of His children that He could send on an important errand (on a mission). 

He was looking for the child He knew He could trust with the errand because it 

mattered so much to Him, He was looking for the child He knew would follow His 

instructions, He was looking for the child with the right attitude that would not get 

distracted along the way and would focus his mind on finishing the task. I remember 

saying Lord, I want to be that one. 

4. You may remember as a child being sent on an errand (especially when you wanted 

to do something else like play) – how quickly did you get it done and what was your 

attitude when asked to do it? How distracted were you? 

5. You cannot talk about missional renewal without talking about the renewal of our 

hearts. Our heart is our core and it talks to our motives, our desires, our attitude, 

interests, the motivations and inclination of our heart and God wants our hearts to 

be centred on Him. 

6. In Ezekiel 36:26 the Lord said, “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I 

put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give 

you an heart of flesh.”  
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7. He is talking to Israel about a new heart that will be teachable, pliable and sensitive 

to God, to the things that matter the most to Him, to His heart and His passion – the 

opposite of a stony heart. 

8. God made an impact on us when He sent Jesus into the world, He could not sit in 

heaven and watch the world (people) peris. In the same way now we have Jesus, we 

cannot simply sit in the comfort of the church building (as wonderful an experience it 

is – a place where we come to be equipped, restored and refreshed) and watch the 

world around us perish. 

9. Missional renewal happens when each one of us recognise our responsibility to 

align ourselves (our heart, our passions, our desires) with the missionary purpose 

of Jesus. He told us his purpose in Luke 10:19 when He said, “For the Son of Man 

came to seek and save the lost” 

10.Missional renewal happens when each one of us is personally committed to sharing 

Jesus everywhere we go. Everyone being on mission with Jesus everywhere. 

 

11. Underpinning our heart’s cry for missional renewal is an intense and fervent 

commitment to the last words of Jesus to us which says: 

 

in Matthew 28:18-20 
18 …., “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore 

and make disciples of all the nations… and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 

the age.”  

 

And in Mark 16:15 
15 … “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  

 

12. Jesus is commanding us TO GO….GO to all the nations, GO and make disciples, GO 

into all the world, GO to every creature! GO and preach the gospel. 
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13. In Newton Longville we have some road works because of construction works for the 

East West Rail. Sometimes it is manned by someone with two signs in their hand (a 

green sign that says GO, and a red sign that says STOP). When I see the Green Sign I 

know without thinking that it is safe to GO, I trust the man that he knows what he is 

doing and I put my life and my vehicle in his hands; and when I see the Red Sign I 

STOP because he says so (and thank God I do as there are oncoming vehicles that I 

could not see but he did). 

 

Now can you imagine that I drive up to and he signals me to GO and I decide to STAY. 

What do you think would happen? I would most likely end up upsetting a lot of 

people and some unkind words may be said.  

 

Now assume Jesus is holding the signs and He is holding up a GREEN GO (because he 

has made the way safe for you) ….. however too often we want to STAY, stay 

comfortable, undisturbed, hassle free waiting for God to send someone else.  

 

14. Jesus said GO and like someone said, “the great commission for us is not an option to 

be considered but a command.”  

15. Paul explained one of the reasons Jesus is asking for us to GO today as we look at the 

world around us (in crisis, in turmoil, in uncertainty, in depths of poverty and with so 

much need) in Romans 1:16. It says, For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, 

for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first 

and also for the Greek. 

16. The gospel (good news of Christ) is the (inherent) power of God to salvation (a Greek 

word, soteria, that means deliverance, healing, preservation, safety and salvation) for 

everyone that believes. It is the way God gets to solve people’s problem spirit, soul 

and body. No other way as it has the power to handle any situation in this life that 

anyone may be facing.  
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17. You may not understand it or how so, you may think you need to add some more to 

it in your own natural wisdom but remember that the bible also says, ‘the world by 

its own wisdom did not know God and it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching 

to save them that believe. (1 cor. 1:21) – to save people from perishing, to save 

people suffering from disease, to preserve people who are in danger of destruction 

(Thayer’s definition) 

18.The word ‘MISSION” has its origin in a Latin word that means ‘an act of sending.’ 

Jesus demonstrated three things with the disciples- He chose them, He taught them 

and He sent them out:  

 

He sent 12 of them out in Matthew 10:5 - These twelve Jesus sent out and 

commanded them saying: “Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not 

enter a city of the Samaritans. 

 

He sent 70 of then out in twos in Luke 10:1 - After these things the Lord 

appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face into 

every city and place where He Himself was about to go.  

 

He sent all of us that belong to Him out in John 17:18,20 (when he said to the 

Father) - As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the 

world….20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me 

through their word; 

 

He sent us out as His witnesses equipped with His power (His authority) and His 

Spirit (His presence) in Acts 1:8 (when he said) -  But you shall receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
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19.God is still very interested today in adding to the numbers in His church expressed in 

his desire to not see anyone perish. In the Book of Acts we see that The disciples:  

a. took the gospel to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth, 

breaking new grounds, seeing signs and wonders accompanying the word and 

turning the world upside down 

b. The word of God kept growing and the number of disciples kept multiplying 

greatly everywhere 

i. Acts 6:7 - Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples 

multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, 

ii. Acts 9:31 -  Then the [a]churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and 

Samaria had peace and were edified.[b] And walking in the fear of the 

Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied. 

iii. Acts 12:24 - But the word of God grew and multiplied. 

iv. Acts 16:5 - So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and 

increased in number daily. 

v. Acts 19:20 - So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed 

c. Believers were Convinced by the message, they became Carriers of the 

message, they were Courageous in all circumstances and they were 

accompanied by the Conviction of the Holy Spirit. 

d. It was done naturally and relationally. In the history of church mission it said 

about this period that, “Several factors brought growth to the faith. From the 

beginning laypeople—both men and women—conducted the largest part of 

mission. Congregations grew in homes used as churches…Most evangelisation 

occurred in the daily routine as men and women shared their faith with 

others.”  

 

20. So I am challenging Each one of us to see ourselves as ‘SENT BY JESUS into the world.  

I am challenging Each one of us to start to see everywhere outside the four walls of 

our church as our own world, our God given mission/harvest field – so from the time 



 6 

you step into the car park after each service to the next time you come into church 

you have been on mission, an assignment/errand given to you by God to share His 

good news in your car, your street, your workplace, your community, your family, 

your world – everything that represents and makes up your life (research shows that 

people have an average of 16 contacts per day – age dependent and about 4 are 

casual interactions of less than 30 minutes)  

21.A complete mindset change where we are not expecting anyone else to do it for us 

(BUT WE ALL DO IT) recognising that as God sent Jesus, Jesus has sent each one of 

us; and you are not located or placed where you are in this life by coincidence but 

by divine appointment. 

 

I want to share with you two examples of People who cried out to God because 

they looked up and saw people desperate for salvation. 

 

22. In Romans 10, Paul heart is crying out for Israel. Israel was so far away from God 

even though they had a covenant with God (a kind of reflection of our world today). 

In chapters 9-11 Paul describes the people as stubborn, proud, blind, ignorant, 

disobedient, rebellious, angry and unbelieving. But he knew God loved them he is 

crying out saying, “brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer for Israel is that they may 

be saved.”(Rom 10:1) 

 

23. He then explains how righteousness is only obtained through faith and in verses 13-

15, he says,  
 

13 For “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  
14 But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can 

they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear 

about him unless someone tells them? 15 And how will anyone go and tell them 
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without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of 

messengers who bring good news!” 

  

24. Jesus has sent each one of us into the world to tell them, and I love how the message 

describes the beautiful feet of those who bring good news, it says we are, 

  

“A sight to take your breath away! 

Grand processions of people 

telling all the good things of God!”  

 

25. Jesus’ heart is crying out for the crowd (the multitude who represent all those 

outside the walls of the church who don’t know Jesus):  

26. Jesus talked about his heart when he saw the crowds in Matthew 9:35-38. He had 

been occupied in the synagogue and then he looked up beyond the walls and He was 

moved with compassion for the crowd because he saw that they were helpless, 

harassed, weary and scattered. 
 

35 Matthew 9:35-38 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in 

their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness 

and every disease [a]among the people. 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He 

was moved with compassion for them, because they were [b]weary and 

scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, “The 

harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.38 Therefore pray the Lord of the 

harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” 

 

 

27. His response was to ask the disciples to pray for more workers and then to send 

them out into the city (Matthew 10:1). He was moved from moved with bowels of 

compassion and love from the heart. I read this about compassion: 



 8 

 

“True compassion is only found in the nature of God, because only God knows the 

full depth of an individual’s pain, need, or suffering. Christlikeness calls us to learn 

Jesus’ heart of compassion, a depth of sensitivity that can be worked in us through 

the Holy Spirit, reconditioning our hearts to be able to sense the pain of human 

bondage and to weep with those who weep… Love sees beyond the immediate and 

the personal and compassionately relates to the lost, the hurting, the needy, the 

distressed. It moves more and more into the dimension of discipleship that 

discovers the compassion of Christ flowing through a person to care for and serve 

others.” 

 

28. I mentioned earlier that you cannot have a missional renewal without a heart 

renewal, and this is a process of the reconditioning of our heart for true compassion 

with the Holy Spirit. I think of the disciples who before all the wonderful things they 

did in Acts (after receiving the Holy Spirit in Acts 1:8):  

a. rebuked those who brought the children to Jesus (thinking that He had more 

important things to do than being disturbed by children) but Jesus corrected 

them (Luke 18:15-17) 

b. told Jesus to send away the Gentile woman who came to Him crying for help 

for her daughter (thinking she was not entitled because she was not a Jew) but 

Jesus healed her and said her faith was great (Matthew 15:21-28). 

c. told Jesus to send the crowd away and when he said, ‘you give then 

something’ (thinking they did not have enough of anything to give) but Jesus 

used what they had to feed 500 0 and more (Matthew 14:15-16)…  

 

At the time they saw people differently from how Jesus saw them and they did not 

understand the compassionate heart of the Father and the extent He would go to 

demonstrate His love for all people. 
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d. Later on in Acts 3:6 as the Holy Spirit reconditioned their hearts we see Peter 

and John say to a lame man, ‘silver and gold we do not have but what we have 

we give to you – in the name of Jesus of Nazareth rise up and walk.” You and I 

always have something to give! 

 

Jesus responded to the crowds with compassion. He was moved with compassion and we 

need to allow the Holy Spirit to recondition our hearts to experience the depth of 

sensitivity Jesus had as we see the world around us today 

 

So as we close this series I pray for a renewal of our hearts, a refreshing, a newness in our 

hearts, a reconditioning of our hearts, new depth of sensitivity towards people and all 

things God worked in us through the Holy Spirit…so we can always promptly say in the 

uniqueness of our world today, “yes, here I am Father.”  

 

Sam called me this week to talk about the message today and I said to him,  

“God’s call on our life to His mission should really mess up your heart so much so 

that you can’t but do it. Missional renewal is a heart renewal, developed by the 

Holy Spirit not only in church but also in the world as we hear other people’s 

stories, experiences, lifestyle, challenges and difficulties. It draws out of us depths 

of compassion, care, love and a strong desire to be part of making things better. 

Please don’t let’s do OUR VISION as another task to be done but because our hearts 

believe, long for it and is beating every beat for Jesus.” 

 

The band are going to sing the song Hosanna for us that says in the lyrics,  

 

“Heal my heart and make it clean 

Open up my eyes to the things unseen 

Show me how to love like You have loved me 

Break my heart for what breaks Yours 
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Everything I am for your Kingdom's cause 

As I walk from Earth into eternity” 

 

I want us all to pray this together today as your commitment to Vision 2025 

(personal, relational and missional renewal) before God; so (whether you are at 

home or in the building), I want you do something -  join me in kneeling down (if you 

can, if you cant then just take a step forward from where you are) and put your hand 

on your heart. And as the song sings I ask you to focus on the Holy Spirit and allow 

Him to minister personally to you, expect to receive something from Him today.  
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Hosanna 

Hillsong Worship 

I see the King of Glory 

Coming on the clouds with fire 

The whole earth shakes 

The whole earth shakes 

I see His love and mercy 

Washing over all our sin 

The people sing 

The people sing 

Hosanna 

Hosanna 

Hosanna in the Highest 

Hosanna 

Hosanna 

Hosanna in the Highest 

I see a generation 

Rising up to take their place 

With selfless faith 

With selfless faith 

Oh, I see a near revival 

Oh, it is stirring as we pray and seek 

We're on our knees 

We're on our knees 

Hosanna 

Hosanna 

Hosanna in the Highest 
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Hosanna 

Hosanna 

Hosanna in the Highest 

Heal my heart and make it clean 

Open up my eyes to the things unseen 

Show me how to love like You have loved me 

Break my heart for what breaks Yours 

Everything I am for your Kingdom's cause 

As I walk from Earth into eternity 

Hosanna 

Hosanna 

Hosanna in the Highest 

Hosanna 

Hosanna 

Hosanna in the Highest 

Hosanna 

Hosanna 

Hosanna in the Highest 

 

 


