
COST OF DISCIPLESHIP 
On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept 
it?” - John 6:60  

From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. - John 
6:66 

“If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my 
disciple.” - Luke 14:26 

“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate 
the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it?” - Luke 14:28 

“In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be 
my disciples.” - Luke 14:33 

24 …“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 
daily and follow me .25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 
loses their life for me will save it. 26 What good is it for someone to gain the whole 
world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self?” - Matthew 16:24-26 

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and 
the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to 
life. - Matthew 16:21 

• DENY YOURSELF 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. - 
Galatians 2:20 

Practically how can we daily deny our self…  
 

1) Daily confess who Jesus is and who you are – you’re the Messiah the son 
of the living God. I am your disciple.  

2) Throw off everything that gets in the way of this. Lay down your rights, 
pride, will and set the scene for living like that in the day ahead 

3) God first, others next, me last…. Actively pursue God first, others second, 
me last. Does how you spend your time reflect this? Do you give time to God, 
do you give time to others, or is your time your time? Set out an intention or 
even a plan each day to place God centrally and put others above yourself. 
Be creative about this. 

 



• TAKE UP YOUR CROSS (DAILY) 

“When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.” - Dietrich Bonhoeffer  

What does it mean to take up your cross today? 

1. Opposition: A cross was used to execute criminals who had the state of 
Rome in opposition to them. 

2. Shame: This execution was reserved for the worst criminals, and the victim 
was usually naked on a cross for hours. 

Practically how can we take up our cross? 

This happens in our prayer and thought life, it’s about a willingness to lay everything 
down in order to follow him. It’s about pre-deciding each day to follow God whatever 
comes my way 

1) Daily commit yourself to God. I’m all in God… whatever it takes.  
2) Step out in faith and serve Him wherever you are and wherever you go – 

regardless of consequences 

 

• FOLLOW ME 

What do you do when you are certain doing the right thing will cost you? - 
Andy Stanley 

What if we saw cost, not about what we lose but about what’s worth most?  

The grace of God displayed in Jesus Christ is a free gift. We are saved for eternity 
by grace through faith. Grace is free, but that doesn’t mean it’s cheap. It cost Jesus 
everything 

For He paid the price, that I might be free and just as He gave His all, He asks me to 
bring my all. My everything! 

 

 


