
The Generous Life: Devoted to God’s family 

• The generous life is about being generous with everything we have 

1 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given 
the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and 
their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  

3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. 
Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this 
service to the Lord’s people. 5 And they exceeded our expectations: they gave themselves 
first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us.  

 7 But since you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 
earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you – see that you also excel in this grace of 
giving. 8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing 
it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty 
might become rich. - 2 Corinthians 8:1–9 NIV 

WHY 

Why should I be generous? Because God has first been generous to us. 

The Macedonian Church shows us: 

1) Generosity goes above and beyond 
2) Give not out of guilt but by your own accord 
3) Give to the Lord first and foremost  

HOW 

“Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to 
you.”- Luke 6:38 

• Generosity starts with how we approach the family of God, the church…. 

 

• Family is a place we show up and grow up - Rachel Hughes 

 

Church models generosity as a whole and as parts 

1) As a whole – corporate generosity through the Benevolence Fund and All in 
2) As people of God – individual generosity to others 



In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus – Philippians 
2:5 

• Jesus has generously poured out love to you 
• Jesus has generously poured out forgiveness upon you 
• Jesus’ mercy washes over you 
• Jesus does not condemn you despite your sin 
• Jesus gave his life for those near him and those far from him  

WHAT 

What can I do to be generously responsible in the family of God?  
 
• Open hearts 

 
8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins - 1 Peter 4:8 

Show some love to people this week 

• Open homes 
 

9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. - 1 Peter 4:9 

Show others that they are welcome in your world  

• Open hands  
 

10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. - 1 Peter 4:10 

Practically, look for opportunities to be generous.  

• Be generous with what you have rather than focused on what you haven’t  
 

 

 

  

 


