
The Generous Life - Living in God’s Grace 
 
27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 
29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the 
other also. If someone takes your coat, do not 
withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who 
asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do 
not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have 
them do to you. 32 “If you love those who love you, what 
credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love 
them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to 
you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 

And if you lend to those from whom you expect 
repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend 
to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your 
enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without 
expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will 
be great, and you will be children of the Most High, 
because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 37 Do not judge, 
and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you 
will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together and running 
over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure 



you use, it will be measured to you. - Luke 6:27-38 
(NIV) 
 
Generosity begins with a generous God, because 
what you believe about God influences what you 
believe about everything. 
 
When God thinks about you, what is the 
overwhelming emotion he feels? 
 
The LORD your God is with you (in your midst), the 
Mighty Warrior who saves (delivers, liberated). He will 
take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer 
rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with (loud) 
singing. - Zephaniah 3:17 (NIV2011) 
 
“Grace is the pleasure of God to magnify the worth of 
God by giving sinners the right and power to delight in 
God without obscuring the glory of God.” 
― John Piper 
 
YOUR PAST DOESN’T DISQUALIFY YOU 
 
Here's a word you can take to heart and depend on: 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. I'm 
proof—Public Sinner Number One. - 1 Timothy 1:15 
(MSG) 
 
  



For I am the least of the apostles and do not even 
deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 
the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I 
worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace 
of God that was with me. - 1 Corinthians 15:9-10 (NIV) 
 
Generous grace recognizes that other people’s 
pasts don’t disqualify them. 
 
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have 
dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and 
reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived 
a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the 
Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster 
jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet 
weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then 
she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured 
perfume on them. 39 When the Pharisee who had invited 
him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who is touching him and what 
kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus 
answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 
“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 41 “Two people owed money 
to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the 
money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. 
Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon 



replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt 
forgiven.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 44 

Then he turned toward the woman and said to 
Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your 
house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but 
she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from 
the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 

You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured 
perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many 
sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. 
But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” Luke 
7:36-47 (NIV) 


