
The Generous Life - Is a Happy Life 
 
 
35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without 
expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will 
be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and 
wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not judge, and you 
will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured 
into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. - 
Luke 6:35-36 
 
• The Generous Life is a Happy Life 

 
18 …He said to them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, 
from the first day I came into the province of Asia. 19 I served the Lord with 
great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing by the plots 
of my Jewish opponents. 20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach 
anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and 
from house to house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they 
must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 22 “And now, 
compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will 
happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me 
that prison and hardships are facing me.  
 
24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to 
finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the 
task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 25 “Now I know that none 
of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see 
me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood 
of any of you. 27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of 
God.  
 
28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought 
with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in 
among you and will not spare the flock.  



30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to 
draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for 
three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 32 

“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you 
up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I 
have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know 
that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of 
my companions. 35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard 
work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus 
himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”  
 

36 When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down with all of them and 
prayed. 37 They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him. 38 What 
grieved them most was his statement that they would never see his face 
again. – Acts 20:18-38  
 
• ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’  

 
 

We’re given to generosity 
We will lead the way in irrational generosity because we truly believe 

 it is more blessed to give than receive. 
 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed 
are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the earth. – Matthew 5:3-5 
 
1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has 
been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of 
affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. – 2 Corinthians 8:1-2  
 
Severe Test + Extreme poverty =?  
 
Severe Test + Extreme Poverty + Abundance of Joy = Wealth of Generosity 
 
9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become 
rich. - 2 Corinthians 8:9 



 
6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as 
he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, 
so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in 
every good work. 9 As it is written, “He has distributed freely, he has given to 
the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 10 He who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 
and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in 
every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only 
supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many 
thanksgivings to God. 13 By their approval of this service, they will glorify 
God because of your submission that comes from your confession of the 
gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all 
others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of the 
surpassing grace of God upon you. 15 Thanks be to God for his 
inexpressible gift! – 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 


