
BE RICH - SERVE 

 
14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have 
set you an example that you should do as I have done 
for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than 
his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 
sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be 
blessed if you do them. - John 13:14-17 

MKCC value - We are saved to serve 
 

“It is he who saved us and chose us for his holy work not 
because we deserved it but because that was his plan” - 
2 Timothy 1:9 

“God paid a great price for you. So use your body to 
honour God” - 1 Corinthians 6:20 

“Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated 
to his service” - Romans 12:1 

“Our love for each other proves that we have gone from 
death to life” - 1 John 3:14 

Serving has an impact 

“Let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that 
everyone will praise your heavenly Father.” - Matthew 
5:16 (NLT)  



“By this will all men know that you are my disciples: That 
you have love for one another.” - John 13:35 

Is your life marked by service?  

We are saved to serve…. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbour?” – Luke 10:29 

• Serve who? Who is your neighbour? 
• There’s a difference between knowing and 

doing 
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to 
heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52 And 
he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a 
Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53 but the 
people there did not welcome him, because he was 
heading for Jerusalem. - Luke 9:51-53 

Being a neighbour doesn’t make you neighbourly 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. 
They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went 
away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be 
going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when 
he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the 



other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came 
where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity 
on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his 
own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 
35 The next day he took out two denarii[e] and gave them 
to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I 
return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you 
may have.’ 
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to 
the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy 
on him.” - Luke 10:30-37  
 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

Who is your neighbour? 

Pass on the other side 

Why do we pass on the other side?  

• Too busy 
• Don’t know how to help 
• Someone else will 
• Inconvenience  
• We get de-sensitised to need 
• Or we are so focused on our own need that we 

can’t see and respond to others needs 
 



There will always be reasons we to be like the priest 
and Levite and Pass on the other side 

The Priest: The opportunity to serve is wherever you 
are 

The Levite: Wherever you are is a place of worship 

 

Do Something 

Richness expresses itself in service 

Serving isn’t just what we do, it’s how we do it 

Verse 33 “and when he saw him, he took pity on him.” 
Some versions say he felt sorry, he had sympathy, he 
had compassion. But perhaps the best translation to get 
the heart of the Greek word that Jesus used in this story 
is that this man was deeply moved with compassion.  

 

Be moved to serve 

splagchnizomai – the gut, the core 

To serve our neighbour, our community isn’t just about 
action, it’s about compassion 

When we respond with compassion, action follows.  

 

Go and do likewise 



Do you carry any prejudices, hurt, history, that affects 
how you would treat certain people or people groups?  

Where is God moving you? What’s your heart breaking 
for?  

Follow the example of the Samaritan…  
 

• Know your ministry is wherever you go 
• Know your worship is wherever you go 
• Know that your love for others and neighbour is 

seen in your action 
• Know that serving is more than what you do, it’s 

how you do it 
• Go and serve your community, your neighbour. In 

doing so you will powerfully illustrate a love that 
goes beyond words, that is the result of being 
moved by a deep Godly compassion 

 


