
For the Joy - A Plan, A Plot & Passover  (Matthew 26) 
 
A Plan: God had a plan 
 
1 When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, 2“You know that after two days the Passover is 
coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” - Matthew 26:1-2 ESV 
 
“From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.” - Matthew 16:21   
 
 “Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” - John 2:19 ESV  
 
Psalm 22  
 
My God, my God, why has Thou forsaken Me . . .”  - Psalm 22:1 
 
 

“But I am a worm, and not a man, A reproach of men, and despised by the people. All who see me sneer at me; They 
separate with the lip, they wag the head, saying, Commit yourself to the LORD; let Him deliver him; Let Him rescue 
Him, because He delights in him . . .”  - Psalm 22:6-8 
 

 “they pierced my hands and my feet. I can count all my bones. They look, they stare at me; they divide my garments 
among them, And for my clothing they cast lots.” Psalm 22:16-18                                                                                      
 
13  Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up,  and shall be exalted. 14  As many were 
astonished at you— his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of the 
children of mankind— 15  so shall he sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, for that 
which has not been told them they see, and that which they have not heard they understand. 53 1 Who has believed 
what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2  For he grew up before him like 
a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty 
that we should desire him. 3  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and 
as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4  Surely he has borne our 
griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for 
our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and 
with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own 
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not 
his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not 
his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was 
cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 9 And they made his grave with the 
wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his 
mouth. 10  Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for 
guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out of the 
anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many 
to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the 
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.’ - Isaiah 52:13-53:12 ESV 
 
…this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 
hands of lawless men. - Acts 2:23 ESV 
 
 “A man’s mind plans his way [as he journeys through life], But the LORD directs his steps and establishes them.  - 
Proverbs 16:9 Amplified    
 
A Plot: People had plots but God’s plan prevails  
 
3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people were gathered together in the court of the high priest, named 
Caiaphas; 4 and they plotted together to seize Jesus by stealth and kill Him. 5 But they were saying, “Not during the 
festival, otherwise a riot might occur among the people.” - Matthew 26:3-5 ESV 



 
 ‘But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how to destroy him. - Matthew 12:14 ESV    
 
“For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God 
his own Father, making himself equal with God. - John 5:18 NIV 
 
 “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am” They reacted by picking up stones to throw at Him, but “Jesus 
hid Himself and went out of the temple.” . - John 8:58-59 ESV  
 
6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came up to him with an alabaster flask 
of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he reclined at table. 8 And when the disciples saw it, 
they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? 9 For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to the 
poor.10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to 
me. 11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me.12 In pouring this ointment on my 
body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. 13 Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole 
world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.”  - Matthew 26:6-13 NIV 
 
‘The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went 
and sold all that he had and bought it. - Matthew 13:45–46 NIV 
 
14 Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests15 and asked, “What are you 
willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?” So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver.16 From then on 
Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. - Matthew 26:14-16 NIV  
 
 ‘Judas and Mary are contrasts in treasuring. They both had hedonistic motives. Neither acted out of stoic duty. Both 
pursued the treasure they believed would make them happy. To Mary, Jesus was the priceless Pearl, which she 
loved more than anything and she spent what was likely her greatest earthly possession to honour him. To Judas, 
thirty pieces of silver was a fair price for the Pearl. His sin was believing that having money would make him happier 
than having Christ. O Judas, the tragedy of your value miscalculation! The Pearl worth more than the entire universe 
sat in front of you and all you could see were perfume puddles. You grieved the squandering of a year’s wages while 
you squandered infinite, eternal treasure!’ - John Piper 
 
Passover 
  
17 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have us prepare 
for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, He said, Go into the city of a certain man and say to him, “The Teacher 
says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’ ”19 And the disciples did as Jesus 
had directed them, and they prepared the Passover. - Matthew 26:17-19 ESV 
 
On that night I will pass through the land of Egypt and strike down every firstborn male, both man and beast, and I 
will execute judgment against all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. - Exodus 12:12 ESV  
 
20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he 
said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, 
“Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?” 23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will 
betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! 
It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you 
don’t mean me, Rabbi?”Jesus answered, “You have said so.  ”26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he 
took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood 
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from this 
fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”30 When they had 
sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. - Matthew 26:20-29 ESV 
 
“Do this in remembrance of me.” - Luke 22:19 ESV  
 
‘Behold the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.’ - John 1:29 ESV 


