
TEMPLE, TREE, TRAPS 

TEMPLE - Matthew 21: 12-13 

Matthew 21: 12-13 

12 Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13 “It is 
written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it 
‘a den of robbers.’” 

And then comes the response of the religious leaders…  

they were indignant. (v15) they saw healings, children worshipping and because their pride 
was bruised, they didn’t like it and it showed all over their face. 

TREE – Matthew 21:18-22 

The illusion of fruitfulness, but the reality is fruitlessness.  

TRAPS – Matthew 21:23-22:40 

1) Pharisees, Chief Priests and Elders (Matthew 21:23 – 22:14) 
2) Herodians (22:15-22) 
3) Sadducees  (22:23-33) 
4) Expert in the law (22:34-40) 

Pharisees, Chief Priests and Elders (Matthew 21:23 – 22:14) 

Parable 1: Two Sons 

28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 
‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 

29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 

30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ 
but he did not go. 

31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 

“The first,” they answered. 

Parable 2: Evil Farmers 

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 



“‘The stone the builders rejected  
    has become the cornerstone; 
the Lord has done this, 
    and it is marvellous in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people who will produce its fruit. 

Parable 3: Great Feast 

22 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who 
prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been 
invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. 

So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants 
went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the 
good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

The Herodians 

Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?” 

“So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” Jesus  

 

The Sadducees 
 

24 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his 
brother must marry the widow and raise up offspring for him. 25 Now there were seven 
brothers among us. The first one married and died, and since he had no children, he left his 
wife to his brother. 26 The same thing happened to the second and third brother, right on 
down to the seventh. 27 Finally, the woman died. 28 Now then, at the resurrection, whose 
wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to her?” 

• Have you read the scriptures? 

Expert in the law 

34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 
Mark 12  

The challenge to us is our faith fruitful or fruitless?  
How do we respond when God calls us to do something? 
We’re invited to the kingdom of God, how do we respond?  
We bear his name, do our lives reflect that?  



Do we love the lord and others with our all?  
Do we practice what we preach?  

 

How do you respond?   

Fix your eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of your faith, who for the joy set before him 
endured the cross, scorning it’s shame and sat down at the right hand of the father. He went 
through this not so we could sit in religiosity but so we could be free from sin, restored to 
relationship with the Father and live our lives for His glory…  

 

 

 

  


