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Faith that Submits 
 
4 “Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him; But the just shall 

live by his faith. - Habakkuk 2:4 (NKJV) 

 
17 For in it (the gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 

faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” - Romans 1:17 

(NKJV) 

 
11 But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, 

for “the just shall live by faith.”  - Galatians 3:11 (NKJV) 
 

38 Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My soul 

has no pleasure in him.” - Hebrews 10:38 (NKJV) 

 

Faith (Pistis) is talking about about three things in relation to God (and 

by which we live) 

 

• What you BELIEVE……  

• What you are PERSUADED of ……. 

• What you are CONVICTED by ……..of the truth of God or Christ 

 

in Hebrews 11:1 we see faith defined as: 

 

11  ….the assurance of the things [we] hope for, the proof of things 

[we] do not see and the conviction of their reality…  - Hebrews 11:1 - 

Amplified Bible, Classic Edition 
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The faith that Jesus noticed wasn’t based on the persons’ background, 

experience, qualifications, culture, race or history.  

 

Today we are looking at the Centurion, A Roman Soldier and A 

representative of Israel’s enemy. In his account we will see the 

importance of ‘Faith that Submits’ 

The Faith of the Centurion 

5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking 

for help. 6 “Lord,” he said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering 

terribly.” 

7 Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?” 

8 The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come 

under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be 

healed. 9 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under 

me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he 

comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following 

him, “Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such 

great faith. 11 I say to you that many will come from the east and the 

west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.12 But the subjects of the kingdom will be 

thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.” 

13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you 

believed it would.” And his servant was healed at that moment. 
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Matthew 8:5-13 New International Version 

 

The Faith of the Centurion 

7 When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were 

listening, he entered Capernaum. 2 There a centurion’s servant, whom his 

master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3 The centurion heard of 

Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and 

heal his servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with 

him, “This man deserves to have you do this, 5 because he loves our 

nation and has built our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them. 

He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to 

him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come 

under my roof. 7 That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to 

come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I 

myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 

‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my 

servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd 

following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even 

in Israel.” 10 Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and 

found the servant well. 

Luke 7:1-10 New International Version 

 

As we read through these verses we can learn from the character and 

conviction of the centurion and how Jesus responded to Him.  
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1) His Character:  

2) His Conviction (His faith): 

3) Jesus Response (and) 

10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following 

him, “Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such 

great faith - Matthew 8:10 

9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the 

crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such 

great faith even in Israel.” - Luke 7:9 

 

In conclusion your faith has to be active and alive everyday. It is about 

what you believe, what you are persuaded most about, and your 

strongest convictions.  

 

“Biblical conviction is really the product of three things that characterises 

the Christian:  

 

(a) a commitment to the Scripture as one’s (final) authority,  

(b) the construction of specific beliefs and convictions based on 

that authority, and  

(c) the courage to act on those convictions in faith. 
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Questions to discuss: 

 

1. How do you see the relationship between your character and your 

faith? Is there a close working relationship between both? Explain 

with examples? 

2. Your faith can be seen by your strongest convictions? Discuss some 

of your biblical convictions and how this has strengthened your 

relationship with God and experience of faith? Share any 

experiences you have. 

3. It is interesting that you can find faith in God in places you least 

expect it. Not always in the church. What do you think about this 

and the scripture that says, when the Son of Man comes will He find 

faith on the earth? Share some things we can do daily to commit, 

construct and have the courage to act on our convictions. 

 


