Game Changer – Esther
God’s Providence
The almighty and everywhere present power of God, whereby, by his
hand, he still upholds heaven and earth, with all creatures, and so
governs them and acknowledging that all things come not by chance,
but by his fatherly hand – John Piper
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Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him, including the
exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal
treasury for the destruction of the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the
text of the edict for their annihilation, which had been published in Susa,
to show to Esther and explain it to her, and he told him to instruct her to
go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her
people. 9 Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had
said. 10 Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, 11 “All the king’s
officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or
woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being
summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death unless the
king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But thirty
days have passed since I was called to go to the king.” 12 When Esther’s
words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: “Do not
think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews
will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and
deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your
father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to
your royal position for such a time as this?” 15 Then Esther sent this reply
to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and
fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my
attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king,
even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” 17 So Mordecai
went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions. - Esther 4:7-17
Lessons from the Life of Esther
1. Your past does not define your future.
Even though you're not much right now, you'll end up better than
ever
- Job 8:7 (MSG)

Game Changer – Esther
2. Who you listen to influences where you end up
Walk with the wise and become wise,
for a companion of fools suffers harm
- Proverbs 13:20
3. You need to have tenacious faith for such a time as this
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you
in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God
we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us[a] from
Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to
know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship
the image of gold you have set up.” - Daniel 3:16-18 (NIV)

