
One Family – United in Love 
 
4 Common Family Features 

• Love 
• Difference 
• Commonality 
• Behaviour 

 
Love of God produces unity 
 
I kneel before the Father from whom every family in heaven and earth is named - Ephesians 
3:14-15 
 
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the 
Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to 
know this love that surpasses knowledge - Ephesians 3:17-19 
 
“This let us seek after; let us live near to Christ, for this is the best way of promoting unity. 
Divisions in Churches never begin with those full of love to the Saviour.” – CH Spurgeon 
 
KEY POINT - As sons and daughters in the family of God we are loved by the Father and we 
love the Father and each other 
 
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one 
Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. - 
Ephesians 4:1-6 (ESV) 
 
Love for truth protects unity 
 
One 

• Body  
• Spirit  
• Hope  
• Lord  
• Faith  
• Baptism  
• God  

 
KEY POINT - What unites us is greater than what divides us if we keep primary things 
primary 
 
  
Love for one another preserves and promotes unity  
 
15 …. speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him 
who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. Ephesians 
4:15-16  
 
 
Behaviour 



 
The phrase one another is used 100 times in the New Testament, a third of those times we’re told 
to “love one another”: 

1. “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” - 
John 13:34-35  

2. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. - John 15:12 
3. Bear with one another and forgive any complaint you may have against someone else. 

Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which is the bond 
of perfect unity. - Colossians 3:14 

4. Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers over a multitude of sins. - 
1 Peter 4:8 

5. For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one 
another, - 1 John 3:11 

6. And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ 
and love one another, as He gave us commandment. - 1 John 3:23 

7. Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. - 1 John 4:7 

8. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has seen God at 
any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 
- 1 John 4:11 - 12 

 
Love each other like the members of your family. Be the best at showing honour to each other. - 
Romans 12:10 
 
KEY POINT - How we behave promotes or dismantles unity 


