
A Christmas Playlist:  What Child is this? 
 

 
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with great fear….” - Luke 2:9 ESV 
 
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. - Luke 2:10-11 ESV 
 
 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has made known to us” - Luke 2:15 ESV 
 

 
 

• William Chatterton Dix was born in 1837 in Bristol, England  

• “What Child Is This?” first appeared in 1865. 

• The poem was set to the melody of “Greensleeves”   
 
 
“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” - Mark 4:41 ESV 
 

…..O God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest 
seas; the one who by his strength established the mountains, being girded with 
might; who stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves… - Psalm 65:5-
7 ESV 
 

‘And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. - John 1:14 
 

Angels greet him with anthems sweet 
 

While shepherds watch are keeping?   
 
Haste, haste, to bring Him laud,    
 
“in such mean estate”  
 
“ox and ass are feeding”?  
 



“though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men” - Philippians 2:6–7 ESV 
 
“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay his head.” - Luke 9:58 ESV 
 
‘…and being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross” - Philippians 2:8 ESV 
 
Nails, spears shall pierce him through  
 
The cross he bore for me, for you   
 

• The cross does not ruin Christmas, It actually gives the season its 
power  

 
‘So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh.  Come peasant, king to own him.’ 
 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. - John 3:16 ESV 
 
 
‘Raise, raise a song on high’ 
 
‘Joy, joy for Christ is born’ 
 

• What Child is this? 


