
READY FOR ACTION – SUNDAY 26TH JANUARY 2022 
 
BE PREPARED 

 

• The motto Be Prepared was devised in 1907 by an English soldier called 

Baden-Powell for the Scouts. He explained the meaning of the phrase saying: 

 

“The scouts' motto is founded on my initials, it is: BE PREPARED, which means, 

you are always in a state of readiness in mind and body to do your DUTY..” 

 

• The bible uses the illustrations of 3 people to show us the importance of 

preparation in winning in this life –  

1. The soldier who wants to survive in battle 

2. The athlete who wants to win the race 

3. The hardworking farmer who wants to have a good harvest. 

 
3 Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No one serving as 

a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding 

officer. 5 Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the 

victor’s crown except by competing according to the rules. 6 The hardworking 
farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. 7 Reflect on what I am 

saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this. - 2 Timothy 2:3-7 (NIV) 

 
As for God, his way is perfect: The Lord’s word is flawless; he shields all who take 

refuge in him. - Psalm 18:30 (NIV) 

 

For I have kept the ways of the Lord; I am not guilty of turning from my God. - Psalm 

18:21 (NIV) 
 

  



YOU HAVE THE VICTORY 
 
10 Finally (brethren), be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full 

armour of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.12 For 

our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of 

evil in the heavenly realms (heavenly places).13 Therefore put on the full armour of 

God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and 

after you have done everything, to stand. - Ephesians 6: 10-13 (NIV) 

 
For he (God) has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 

kingdom of the Son he loves.. - Colossians 1:13 (NIV) 

 

And having disarmed the powers and authorities (or principalities and powers), he 

made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. - Colossians 

2:15 (NIV) 

 

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. - 1 John 3:8 

(NIV) 

 

But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. – 1 

Corinthians 15:57 (NIV) 

 
HOLD YOUR GROUND 

 
Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you 

may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. – 

Ephesian 6:13 (NIV) 



 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. - Ephesians 1:3 

(NIV) 
 

far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is 
invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come; - Ephesians 1:21 

(NIV) 

 

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus - Ephesians 2:6 (NIV) 

 

His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of 
God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
realms, - Ephesians 3:10 (NIV) 

 
Put on the full armour of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 

schemes. – Ephesians 6:11 (NIV) 
 
13 Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you 

may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 

Stand firm…. – Ephesian 6:13 (NIV) 

 

  



Withstand 
 

Therefore take up the whole armour of God, that you may be able to withstand in the 

evil day, and having done all, to stand. - Ephesians 6:13 (NKJV) 

 

Withstand comes from the Greek word : anthistemi (anth- is -tay-mee);  

 

 [10-12] And that about wraps it up. God is strong, and he wants you strong. So take 

everything the Master has set out for you, well-made weapons of the best materials. 

And put them to use so you will be able to stand up to everything the Devil throws 

your way. This is no afternoon athletic contest that we'll walk away from and forget 

about in a couple of hours. This is for keeps, a life-or-death fight to the finish against 

the Devil and all his angels. [13-18] Be prepared. You're up against far more than 

you can handle on your own. Take all the help you can get, every weapon God has 

issued, so that when it's all over but the shouting you'll still be on your feet.…. - 

Ephesians 6:10-18 (MSG) 

 

SHIELD OF FAITH 
 

In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all 

the flaming arrows of the evil one. - Ephesians 6:16 (NIV) 

 

Abraham 

 

After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear 

not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.  Genesis 15:1 (KJVS) 

 

David 

 

“But thou, O Lord, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head.” - 

Psalm 3:3 (NIV) 

 



“For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory:” - Psalm 

84:11 (NIV) 

 

He (GOD ALMIGHTY) shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt 

thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. - Psalm 91:4 KJVS 

 
5 You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, 

Nor of the arrow that flies by day, 
6 Nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness, 

Nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday. - Psalm 91:5-6 (NKJV) 

 

New Covenant Believers 

 

In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all 
the flaming arrows of the evil one. - Ephesians 6:16 (NIV) 

 

• Over everything you have on you raise the shield of faith 

 
How do we raise the shield of faith? 
 

 
  

1. By believing and speaking the word of faith (God’s word) 
 

It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” Since we have that same spirit 
of faith, we also believe and therefore speak - 2 Corinthians 4:13 (NIV) 



 

 

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart,” that is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim: 

- Romans 10:8 (NKJV) 

 

2. By praying in the Spirit of faith 
 

But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 

Spirit, - Jude 1:20 (NKJV) 

 
14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. 15 What 

is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the 

understanding… - 1 Corinthians 14:14-15 (NKJV) 

 

For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one 

understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. - 1 Corinthians 14:2 

(NKJV) 

 
  



ANOTHER KIND OF SHIELD 
 

 
The STARSHIP IS MOVING AS IS THE CHURCH, it is carrying passengers, it is 

going somewhere. GOD IS OUR SHIELD AND JESUS IS THE CAPTAIN OF THE 
SHIP GUIDING, LEADING AND DIRECTING IT AND THIS SHIP IS READY FOR 
ACTION! 
 

 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in 

bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through 

sufferings. - Hebrews 2:10 (NKJV) 

 

There is a Yoruba song ‘Jesu ni Balogun Oko’ (by Adeola Olugbesan) translated 

means Jesus is the Captain of the Ship. It says: 

Jesus is the Captain of the ship 
So, do not let us despair 
Jesus is the Pilot of the ship, 
Fear not, I'm always with you. 
 
Refrain: 
Fear not my brethren 
All rejoice always 
Jesus is the Captain of the ship 
How great turbulent can the storm be 
He'll make our ship land safely. 
 
  



What Actions Are We Ready For? 

 
1. The Outpouring of God’s Spirit 

16 But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, 

That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; 

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

Your young men shall see visions, 

Your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants 

I will pour out My Spirit in those days; 

And they shall prophesy. - Acts 2:16-18 (NKJV) 

 

2. The Triumph of the Church in Christ  
14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and 

through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 15 For we 

are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved 

and among those who are perishing. - 2 Corinthians 2:14-15 (NKJV) 

 

 

3. To Proclaim God’s Praises  
 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own 

special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you 

out of darkness into His marvellous light.. - 1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) 

 

4. The Ministry of Reconciliation as Ambassadors of Christ 
18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through 

Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, 

that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their 

trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 



20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading 

through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. - 2 

Corinthians 5:18-20 (NKJV) 

 

 

 

All ye people inside the ship, 

Beckon on Jesus only, 

Trust thou only in Jesus Christ, 

He'll make our ship land safely. 

 

Jesus Saviour with Thy great words, 

Commands the storm to be still, 

Jesus Christ who walked on the storm, 

He sleeps and there is no foe. 

 

 

  



What are your great anxieties, 

All you thou Jesus' army 

If Jesus Christ is in the ship 

We shall all laugh at the storm. 

 

When the storm of life rages high, 

Over the land and the sea, 

There's a great safe home with Him above, 

With my Jesus the Saviour. 

 

From the mouth of lion and the wolf, 

From the dangerous animals, 

Jesus will save all His children 

And keep them all safely home. 

 

God, Three in One and the Saviour, 

Preserve us all Thy children 

From the storm of life and temptations, 

Halleluyah'll be our praises. 

 

Glory to the Father above, 

Glory be to His great Son, 

Glory be to the Holy Ghost, 

Glory forever amen. 

 

Refrain: 

Fear not my brethren 

All rejoice always 

Jesus is the Captain of the ship 

How great turbulent can the storm be 

He'll make our ship land safely. 

 



 

 

 


